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Final Grade Calculation and Grade Policies:

Number/Letter grade equivalents are:

Number Letter Number Letter Number Letter Number Letter
87-89.9 B+ 77-79.9 C+ 67 -69.9 D+

94 -100 A 84 -86.9 B 74-76.9 C 64 - 66.9 D

90-93.9 A- 80-383.9 B- 70-73.9 C- 60-63.9 D-

(Below 60%F)

e Grades on the border between two letter grades (89.9 for instance) may or may not be rounded up to the
next higher letter grade, at the instructor’s discretion. Incompletes will only be given under extreme
circumstances and at the instructor’s discretion.

e Auditing is not permitted.




How to Do Well in this Class

The following suggestions will help you get the most out of the course:

1. This class is a group effort! We can make much more progress as a class than as individuals by creating an
Arabic-speaking community. Work with different people on a regular basis. Come prepared. Don’t be
someone who slows down colleagues by not being able to fully participate in the work.

2. Put yourself out there. Language learning requires you to make mistakes, both in your assignments and in
front of your peers. In this course, you will sometimes be corrected in class. Feedback from your instructors
and peers is intended to support you as you develop your language proficiency, and not as criticism.

3. We are all here to learn. Accept and offer advice. Good language learners learn from their own successes
and mistakes and those of others. Help your colleagues by politely correcting them when you notice an
important mistake, and try your best to accept constructive criticism from peers. When your instructors and
classmates are speaking, be an active listener by listening both to what they are saying and how they are
saying it. Correcting the mistakes of others in your head or in your notebook is also good practice.

4. Focus on vocabulary. You will remember vocabulary when you “own” it. Make words relevant to your life by

using it to describe places you are familiar with. Use the vocabulary as you write and speak, both in and out
of this class.

The following are important UT policies and regulations that apply to this course.

Important Dates
February 2 (Wednesday) Last day an undergraduate student may add a class except for rare and extenuating

circumstances. Last day to drop a class for a possible refund. Last day a graduate student may, with the required
approvals, add a class.

March 28 (Monday) Last day an undergraduate student may, with the dean’s approval, withdraw from the
University or drop a class except for urgent and substantiated, nonacademic reasons. Last day a student may change
registration in a class to or from the pass/fail or credit/no credit basis.

UT Honor Code

The UT Honor code is in effect in this class. Do not cheat or plagiarize. Do your own work. Submitting
any assignment or exam that is not your own, or that you did not participate fully in doing, is a
violation of that code. If you have any questions about the Honor Code, please ask.

Religious Holy Days

Please let me know before, not after, you will miss a class for a religious holy day. If you miss an examination, work
assignment, or other project due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to complete
the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.

Disabilities

Students with disabilities who require special accommodations need to get a letter that documents the disability from
the Services for Students with Disabilities area of the Office of the Dean of Students (471-6259 voice or 471-4641 TTY
for users who are deaf or hard of hearing). This letter should be presented to the instructor in each course at the
beginning of the semester and accommodations needed should be discussed at that time. Five business days before an
exam the student should remind the instructor of any testing accommodations that will be needed. See website below
for more information: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/ssd/providing.php




Use of Blackboard

This course uses Blackboard. You are responsible for checking the Blackboard course site regularly for class work and
announcements. Blackboard is available at http://courses.utexas.edu. Support is provided by the ITS Help Desk at 475-
9400 Monday through Friday 8 am to 6 pm.

Use of E-mail for Official Correspondence to Students

All students should become familiar with the University's official e-mail student notification policy. It is the student's
responsibility to keep the University informed as to changes in his or her e-mail address. Students are expected to
check e-mail on a frequent and regular basis in order to stay current with University-related communications,
recognizing that certain communications may be time-critical. It is recommended that e-mail be checked daily, but at a
minimum, twice per week. The complete text of this policy and instructions for updating your e-mail address are
available at http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.html.

Behavior Concerns Advice Line (BCAL)

If you are worried about someone who is acting differently, you may use the Behavior Concerns Advice Line to discuss
by phone your concerns about another individual’s behavior. This service is provided through a partnership among the
Office of the Dean of Students, the Counseling and Mental Health Center (CMHC), the Employee Assistance Program
(EAP), and The University of Texas Police Department (UTPD). Call 512-232-5050 or visit
http://www.utexas.edu/safety/bcal.

Q drop Policy

The State of Texas enacted a law limiting the number of course drops for academic reasons to six (6). Senate Bill 1231:
“Beginning with the fall 2007 academic term, an institution of higher education may not permit an undergraduate
student a total of more than six dropped courses, including any course a transfer student has dropped at another
institution of higher education, unless the student shows good cause for dropping more than that number.”
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